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Promoting
Independence Compliance:
Advice for Firms

To maintain independence, an audit firm’s professionals
need to know the rules, be aware of situations that may

-

violate the rules, and diligently apply them by taking

-

appropriate action(s). The Spring 2018 issue of Audit
Conduct NEWS discussed independence considerations
-

-

Knowing the Rules
-
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-

Being Aware

-

“

Teach professionals the ‘why’ behind the
rules, which adds meaning to the instruction
and should result in better understanding
and retention.”

-

-
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-

-

“

If independence becomes an afterthought
in marketing, sales and other growth
initiatives, the margin of error increases
dramatically. And it can be very difficult—even
impossible—to address and correct an
independence violation once it occurs.”

-

-

-

Diligent action
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“

Final Thoughts
To foster good compliance, firms should
embed in their performance evaluations
incentives to encourage the desired behavior;
those evaluations should drive compensation
and advancement in the firm.”

-

-

-

founder of
, develops numerous
courses on professional ethics,
independence, and related topics,
provides specialized training
and expert services, consults on
critical independence matters,
and advises firms on improving
their quality controls.
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